Effect of the human genome project on the practice of adolescent medicine.
As the Human Genome Project nears completion, anticipation and speculation about its effects on the practice of medicine have increased. This chapter explores the various ramifications of the Human Genome Project on the practice of adolescent medicine in particular. The potential uses of genetic discoveries for diagnosis, prediction, and perhaps treatment are discussed. In addition to potential benefits from the completion of the Human Genome Project, however, drawbacks and pitfalls also are anticipated, particularly in the areas of confidentiality and insurability.